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Well the hamfest is over and it was a very successful one. Good attendance, excellent forums, the club
was presented with a plaque 50 Years as a ARRL associated club, and we made a nice addition to the
treasury. Report available at the next meeting.  Thanks to all who participated.  Next is the skills fair
March 21 at Waterway park come and see we have many activities planed.  Contact Susan Sherman or
Mike Meenan If you would like to help or want information.  Let people know this is open to the public
and best of all it is FREE.  As I write this the setup was done for the Edison birthday event.  I still need
for the chairmen of the various duties to contact the board.  Please do so soon.

73 and see you at a event or meeting
Joseph Ryan N3NAI
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F.M.A.R.C.  INFORMATION:

The Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club, Inc., is a
non-profit corporation of both Federal
Communication Commission and internationally
licensed radio operators who volunteer themselves
and their communications equipment in support of
emergency and community services.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

President, Joe Ryan
(239) 458-9721 N3NAI

Vice President, Mike Meehan
(239) 283-4026 KI4PTZ

Secretary, Susan Sherman
(239 772 4274) KI4ZXL

Treasurer, Norma Remson
(239) 543-5487 KI4JFN

Director, Len Foster
(239) 989-6186 VA3LGF

Director, Larry Zimmer
(239) 282 1526 W4LWZ

COMMITTEE CHAIR  PERSONS:

Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, Education
John Sholtis, KI4JFO, Program
John Anderson, KE0TG, Membership
Edward Radke, K9GTZ, Greeter
Susan Sherman, KI4ZXL Social Activity
Jim Niccum, AF4YH, Public Relations
Joe Ryan, N3NAI, Scheduled Contests
Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, Annual Hamfest
Don Marzonie, KF4PHB, Property Control
Bill Pavela, KD4VDS, Interference 
Larry Zimmer, W4LWZ, W4LX Trustee
Mike Branda, K4HN, VE Coordinator
David Penezic, WA4GUK, A.L.E.R.T.
Joyce Botchford, KJ4BEI, Mail Manager
Mike Meehan, KI4PZT, Webmaster
Rich Greenberg, N6LRT The Modulator
"Butch" Brown, KE4CB, The Swap Shop
The club’s web site can be found at:

http://www.fmarc.net
A list of local repeaters can be found at:

http://www.fmarc.net/local_repeaters.htm

A.L.E.R.T.
The All Lee Emergency Response Team
(A.L.E.R.T.) is looking for volunteer licensed
amateur operators.  We need volunteers to man the
shelters, hospitals, fire and police departments and
other critical facilities during and after severe
storms.  If you would like to provide a much needed
service to your community, Call Dave Penezic,
WA4GUK, R.A.C.E.S. Officer at:
Phone: (239) 368-2552   Email: wa4guk@arrl.net

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS:

REGULAR CLUB MEETING & PROGRAM:  
is the “last”  Tuesday of each month.  Membership, 
friends and interested persons meet at the Riverside
Community Center (3061 E Riverside Dr Fort
Myers, FL 33916  239-461-3788) at 7:15 PM for
reports from all Committee Chair Persons, 
announcements of present and future activity,  old
business issues,  any new business for the Club and
a program and/or speaker for the meeting.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  is the 2nd

Wednesday of each month at the Araba Shrine on
Hanson Street in Fort Myers at 7:30 PM.  The
purpose of this meeting is to discuss plans and
issues for the club.  Members are encouraged to
attend.

THE GULF COAST AREA REPEATER CLUB
membership also meets at the Riverside
Community Center (3061 E Riverside Dr Fort
Myers, FL 33916  239-461-3788).  The club’s board
of directors meet on the FIRST Thursday of “odd”
months at 7:30 PM for conducting business and
discussing issues for the club.  The regular meeting
of the membership and friends is on he FIRST
Thursday of “even”  months at 7:30 PM.

The  SWAP  SHOP gathering of Hams and
friends is on the 2nd & last Saturdays at noon at the
Club House area in Waterway Park Estates at 5820 
Poetry Lane in North Fort Myers.  Sell, Swap and
Bargain.

VOLUNTEER EXAMINERS  conduct testing for
Amateur Radio FCC License application
qualifications on the 2nd Thursday at 6:30 PM at the
Emergency Operations Center on Ortiz Avenue.
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The Modulator is a organization publication for the
purpose of informing members of  F.M.A.R.C.  
of educational and training opportunities, club
events, relevant news articles and a monthly
calendar of daily activities, meetings and dates.
All inquiries can be made to  F.M.A.R.C., Inc. at
P.O. Box  061183,  Fort Myers,  FL  33906

THE  MODULATOR  STAFF

It was determined at the March  Board  of  Directors 
meeting that the revised Staff for the  FMARC
monthly  newsletter,  “THE  MODULATOR”,  is 
now complete.

Editor & Publisher: Rich Greenberg, N6LRT.
(239)  543 1353,  1705 Coral  Way,  North Fort
M ye r s ,  F l o r i d a ,  3 3 9 1 7 ,   e - m a i l :
modulator@richgr.users.panix.com..

Reporter: Darrell Phillips, N4OKS, 1719 NW 21st 
Street, Cape Coral, FL, 33993.  (239) 282 1526,
e-mail: N4OKS@arrl.net, FAX: (239) 282 1536.

A second reporter slot is open.

Also, it was reconfirmed that the deadline for  news 
and articles is the 15th of the month to the Reporters. 

Modulator Submissions of articles and ads should
be sent as early as possible by email to
modulator@r ichgr .users .pan ix .com. 
IMPORTANT:   To avoid my spam trap, the
subject MUST start with [Modulator]  including the
square brackets or it may be missed.  Plain text is
preferred and please DON’T send all upper case. 
Call me at 239 543 1353 if you have any questions
or problems submitting an item.  Ads are free to
members and are accepted on a space available basis
and may be edited for clarity or space.

Every member of F.M.A.R.C.,  not just the
reporters, are invited to submit articles for the
Modulator.

FMARC "LUNCH BUNCH"

Buddy Freddy's
NW Corner of Bus 41 and Pine Island Rd

North Ft. Myers
Every Thursday, 11:30am

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with fellow
Hams, share a meal and camaraderie.   Bring a
guest!  Bring a Friend!  Bring a Radio!  It's also a
great way to introduce individuals to the hobby who
may be interested in becoming a Ham.  See you
there!!
Questions?  Contact Social Activities Chairperson: 
S u s a n  S h e r m a n ,  K I 4 Z X L ,
smnp55@embarqmail.com or 239-772-4274.

General Meeting Minutes
January 27, 2009

Call to order at 7:15.  Pledge of Allegiance.  There
were no silent keys.  Illness:  Dan Davis, KD4CFV,
recent heart attack.  Treasurer's Report presented by
Norma KI4JFN.  Treasurer's books are open to all
members for review.  December Minutes accepted
without change.  COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Hamfest: 2009 was a very successful year. 
Preliminary financial looks good.  There was a lot of
help and participation this year.  Thanks to all! 
Education:  Larry will be starting new tech class in
the next few weeks. Contact Larry W4LWZ to sign
up.  VE Testing:  Mike K4HN is requesting more
volunteers.  Anyone with a General Class license or
higher can be a VE examiner.  Alert:  Dave
WA4GUK announced new Skywarn Classes. 
Current Skywarn observers reminded they need to
renew every 3 years.  Classes will be at EOC on
February 6.  Basic class at 2pm and 6 pm. 
Advanced classes at 3 pm and 7 pm.   Public
Relations:  Jim AF4YH, Edison special event will
be published in local media.  Interference:  none
reported.  Modulator:  Mike KI4PTZ is working on
new labeling system that includes bar coding.  There
maybe a few temporary delivery issues, so please be
patient.  The calendar in the Modulator is
sometimes difficult to read.  Larry and Rich are
working on a different layout for the calendar and a
different PDF format.  Special Events:  Stella
WB2FAU is coordinating the Edison special event.
February 16-20, 8 am to 4 pm.  Volunteers are still
needed to work and help setup.  Mike reported there
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were 2 recent community events in Naples. January
18th Half Marathon and February 25th Naples fun
bike ride.  Members of FMARC and the Naples
radio club worked cooperatively to provide
communications for these annual events.  Skills
Day:  March 21, 11 am to 2 pm, Mike KI4PTZ and
Susan KI4ZXL are coordinating this event.  So far
there are 6 or 7 skill stations.  If anyone wants to
volunteer, contact Sue or Mike.  Special note to all
Committee Chairs:  Joe asked all chairs to consider
if you want to continue in your current role.  If not,
please contact Joe N3NAI so replacements can be
recruited. NEW BUSINESS  (1) Club is looking
into obtaining 501 (c) 3 status so FMARC can be a
charitable organization.  This would open up more
opportunities for donations and grants.  (2) An
electronic version of the Modulator is being
considered instead of mailing.  The cost of the
current mailing method is covered by annual dues
with little money left over.  (3) FMARC was
presented with a commemorative plaque at the
Hamfest from ARRL honoring 50 years affiliation
between W4LX and ARRL.  Business meeting
concluded at 8:10 pm followed by an educational
presentation by VA3LGF Len and KI4ZXL Susan
on The Ham Radio Promotion Project.

Board Meeting Minutes 2/11/2009

Call to order at:  7:32 Attendance: WA4DQE,
N3NAI, KI4PTZ, VA3LGF, KI4ZXL, KI4JFN,
KI4JFO, KI4GED, AE4DP, N4OKS, KG4VDS,
WB8UUJ.  Treasures report:  read and reviewed.
Joe requested volunteers to audit the books.  No
volunteers came forward.  We are renewing the rent
for the Riverside Community Center for monthly
membership meetings.  Membership renewal is
about 92% of previous roster with six new members
so far.  Silent keys: none.  Illness:  Richard Gainer
AC4NUG.  If members know of silent keys or
illnesses email Joe at n3nai@arrl.net.  Old Business:
Ham Promotion Project - Len announced the kit and
DVD arrived; discussed promoting membership use
of DVD and formation of an Elmer Corps.
Education:  Larry is starting a new Tech Class on
Monday Feb. 16, 2009 at 7:00 pm at the Lee County
EOC.  Attendees should arrive before 7:00 pm.  Do
not push the button to get in.  Someone will monitor
the gate and let you in.  501(c)3:  Len and Susan
provided copies of informational literature followed
by discussion.  Services of a lawyer maybe needed. 

Benefits of 501(c)3 to the Club Membership will be
presented at the next meeting.  New Business:  Field
Day:  This year volunteers need to bring their own
computers or laptops.  Logging software is available
online (freeware) or
from Joe.  Skills Day:  Susan and Mike have most
of the organizing completed.  Participation looks
positive.  More promotional flyers have been
printed.  Public Relations:  Susan to email Morgan
Palmer, meteorologist at NBC2 to inquire about
remote broadcast from Special Event Station at
Edison Estate.  Hamfest 2010:  Araba is tentatively
reserved for the third weekend in January.  Club
will also investigate alternative sites.  Meeting
adjourned at 8:34 pm.  Skills Day organizing
meeting followed.

Ham Radio Promotion Project

We are pleased to tell you that the promotional
materials have arrived. These materials are available
to any FMARC member to be used in promoting
ham radio.  This could be anything from a 1:1
conversation with a prospective ham to small group
presentations.  The DVD, Wireless Window to the
World, is especially effective in explaining all the
facets of ham radio.  As we look to the future of
ham radio and the future of FMARC, one key
component to recruiting prospective radio operators
and new club members is the development of an
Elmers Group.  To develop this group we need
someone to facilitate the group.  If you are an
experienced ham that enjoys guiding and helping
others, then please consider this opportunity to help
advance the future of amateur radio.  Contact Susan
ki4zxl@arrl.net.

SKILLS DAY 2009

March 21, 2009 from 11am - 2pm is the 1st Annual
FMARC Ham Skills Day.  It will be held at
Waterway Estates Park in North Ft. Myers.   The
idea of Skills Day is to brush up on an old skill or
learn a new one.  There will be 6-12 stations that
each participant can attend.  You will rotate from
station to station at your own pace.  The presenters
will give a short presentation, provide handouts and
allow for hands-on participation whenever possible. 
After completing all the stations, you will then
qualify for a certificate of completion.  This is a
wonderful opportunity would-be hams that are
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thinking of getting into the hobby and want to learn
more about it.  New hams (and veterans) can bring
their radios for advice on how to program and use
them.  If you do bring your radio, be sure to bring
the operating manual too!  There is still room for
more volunteers if you would like to share and
demonstrate your skills.  Shade and power will
be available. Refreshments will be available too. To
volunteer, contact Mike Meehan at ki4ptz@arrl.net. 
Please consider how you can contribute to this fun
event.  Promotional flyers will be available at the
next club meeting.  Take extras to share and start
spreading the word!! 

Amateur Radio Logging and QSLing

WB8UUJ (Tom) plans to host an amateur radio
logging and QSLing presentation for the FMARC
Skills Day on March 21st. He's preparing a display
to encourage new hams to commence
selected-logging activities, and to prepare to QSL
with either their own cards, or one of the available
on-line QSL systems. Toward that end, Tom is
soliciting a QSL card from local hams who have
their own cards. He wants to use these cards as
samples for this upcoming FMARC Skills Day.
Please give Tom one of your cards when you see
him!

Tom Root, WB8UUJ
N. Fort Myers, FL

Wanted:
Anyone getting new carpet for home or office, if
what you are removing is decent we could use some
to replace a section at the club house that is coming
up.  A flat laying type is needed or industrial.  Deep
plush is not good for there.

Joe N3NAI

The Healthy Ham
To Sleep, Perchance to Dream

Sleep can influence your immunity and therefore
your health. Those who get less than seven hours
sleep a night, or who did not sleep well, are three
times more likely to develop a cold when exposed
to cold type viruses. Lack of sleep and poor sleep
disturbs the immune system and renders us more
susceptible to infection. Colds are not
life-threatening (unless complications like a serious
chest infection develop), but they can make your life

miserable and negatively impact your productivity. 
And of course, they are contagious!  It's easy to
neglect proper sleep in our 24/7 society but it can be
worthwhile making an effort to get your eight hours
if at all possible if you want to ward off colds.
Therefore, aim for around eight hours to stay free of
colds.

FEBRUARY 24TH PROGRAM

Something different and new will be most
interesting for the membership when we listen to
Leon Rediske K9GCF tell us about possibilities of
our Club having a tax exempt status with the IRS.
Yes, we are a non-profit corporation but any items
or gifts to the Club are taxable.  Should the
membership vote to have a 501\251(3) Nonprofit
Corporation, then all item extended to the club are
non-taxable and beneficial for the contributor.  Leon
knows about such an arrangement for his Club in
Wisconsin and will tell us how it functions for his
home state organization.  The Board of Directors are
researching procedures to accomplish this status for
the Fort Myers Amateur Radio Club.  We will all be
better advised in understanding the reasoning of this
status after listening to Leon. 

A HALF MARATHON IN COLLIER

A group of Amateur Radio Hams from Lee County
assisted the Collier County Hams on January 18th in
a half marathon exercise.  They set up various water
stations to supply the runners, emergency
communication for medical assistance and a relay of
the top five (5) men and the top five (5) women as
they passed.  The final activity was to see that all
stations were secure and the area free of debris and
other trash.  Those participating from Lee County
were: Mike Meehan, KI4PTZ; Len Foster,
VA3LGF/KJ4HZS; Mike Vandevender, KD4NFS;
Tom Root,WB8UUJ; and Dave Penezic,
WA4GUK.

COLLIER FUN BICYCLE RIDE
Again, Lee County Hams to the assistance of
another Collier County community event with the
Annual Fun Ride Bicycle Event.  Assisting the
Collier County Amateurs with communications
were Tom Root, WB8UUJ and Len Foster,
VA3LGF/KJ4HZF.
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HAM OF THE YEAR 2008

By now you have probably heard that Stella Gurka,
WB2FAU was cited as the Ham Of The Year for
2008 because of her long history with Amateur
Radio.  Her interest in the hobby has caused her to
attain the highest level license, The Amateur Extra. 
But such simply scratches the facts of her deeds and
accomplishments.   First, Stella is a long time
member of the American Radio League.  Bear with
me as I list many of her credits:  The Young Ladies
Radio League, The Fort Myers Amateur Radio
Club, The Quarter Century  Wireless Association,
The All Lee Emergency Radio Team, The Fort
Myers Volunteer  Examiners Team, President of
K2UGH Kilowatt Club, President of Lehigh Acres
PSK31 Club, Secretary of the Gulf Coast Area
Repeater Club for past 5 years, an appointment as
American Radio Relay League PIO, Chairperson of
Edison of Lights Special Event, worked many
forums at our Hamfest events, entertained training
sessions for PSK31 in her home and mentored many
who started out with PSK31, working PSK31 at
Field Day many times, this year helping FMARC &
QCWA by working a day at each site.    Stella holds
the Worked All States status, DXCC nearing 200,
worked 100 Nations and worked all Zones.  This
lady has really done so much with and for Amateur
Radio.  Just  thought you would like knowing about
a truly dedicated Ham.

David Penezic, WA4GUK

ESTATE  SALE  ITEMS

Clegg power supply $20.00,   MFJ Tuner $45.00,
Rig Blaster $75.00,  ICOM 706 Mark 2 G
Transceiver, $575.00,  ICOM AT-180 Automatic
Antenna Tuner $250.00,  Rohn Tower, two (2) 10
foot sections plus eight (8) foot top, and vertical 440
MHz antenna $200.00, 4 Quad 2 meter beam
antenna $25.00,  30 foot push up pole $20.00.  All
items subject to best offers, call Dot Connell  239
238 7305.

You Might be Addicted to Ham Radio if:
Submitted by Edward Radke

Part 1 of 2(or 3)

1. When you look at a full moon and wonder
how much antenna gain you would need.

2. When a friend gets a ride from you and

remarks that you have a lot of CBs in your
vehicle, it turns in to an hour long rant on how
ham radio is not CB radio.

3. When someone asks for directions, you pause,
wondering if long or short path would be best.

4. When you can look at a globe and be able to
point to your antipode (and you know what an
antipode is).

5. Your cell phone ring tone is a Morse code
message of some kind.

6. You have accidentally said your Amateur
Radio call sign at the end of a telephone
conversation.

7. Your favorite vacation spots are always on
mountain tops.

8. You notice more antennas than road signs
while driving your car.

9. You have driven onto the shoulder of the road
while looking at an antenna.

10. Porcupines appear to be fascinated with your
car.

11. If you ever tried to figure out the operating
frequency of your microwave oven.

12. When you look around your bedroom of wall
to wall ham gear and ask: Why am I still
single?

13. The local city council doesn't like you.
14. You think towers look pretty.
15. Your family doesn't have a clue what to get

you for Christmas, even after you tell them.
16. Your HF amplifier puts out more power than

the local AM radio station.
17. The wife and kids are away and the first thing

that goes through your head is that no one will
bother you while you call "CQ DX" a few
hundred times.

18. When you pull into a donut shop and the cops
there on their coffee break ask if they can see
your radio setup.

19. You refer to your children as your
"Harmonics".

20. Your girlfriend or wife asks: "You're going to
spend $XXXX on what???

21. You actually believe you got a good deal on
eBay.

22. When you see a house with a metal roof, and
your only thought is what a great ground plane
that would be.

23. You have pictures of your radio equipment as
wallpaper on your computer's desktop.

Continued next month.
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